PROGRAM SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

ANDERSON, NANCY: Reading Recovery Trainer, Texas Woman’s University
Session for RR Personnel—It's More than the Picture: Teaching for Processing Early in First Grade.  Accelerative learning depends on students' construction of useful strategic activities in reading and writing. Early teaching must focus on strategic action rather than items, procedures, or routine behaviors such as looking at the picture for the "right word."  This session will focus on the "what," "when," and "how" of teaching for strategic activity in early lessons.

Session for RR Personnel—Making the invisible visible: The Role of Meaning in Effective Literacy Processing.  Meaning is the most important source of information for literacy learners; however, it may be hard to value "invisible" information over "visible" letters on the page. Understand the critical role of meaning as the guiding force of strategic activity and explore how reading and writing weave together to support effective comprehension instruction that engages learners.

BALLANTYNE, ANN: Reading Recovery Trainer, New York University
Session for RR Personnel—What can you hear that might help? 

This session explores the relationships between listening, seeing and saying in the development of early literacy competence.  We will examine procedures and activities in Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals that foster awareness of ‘sounds you expect to see’ and how these help to build effective literacy processing.
Sessions for RR Personnel—Fostering Flexible Thinking and Learning in Reading Recovery Lessons.  High progress literacy learners are flexible thinkers.  They can say to themselves “well it might work like this, or it might be this other way”.  We will examine aspects of the teaching procedures and lesson design that will foster this kind of cognitive flexibility with students. 
BATES, C.C.: Reading Recovery Trainer, Clemson University
Session for Classroom Teachers—Literacy Center Teams and Flexible Guided Reading Groups.
Establishing a classroom community at the beginning of the year sets the stage for student success.  If children are to function independently during literacy centers, they must learn to depend on themselves and their peers.  The concept of literacy center teams, team management, and flexible grouping practices will be explained in this session. 

Session for Classroom Teachers—Literacy Center Organization and Management.

What do literacy centers look like at the beginning of the year?  This session will explore the initial set up and implementation.  In this session, C.C. will also discuss organization and management strategies like clean up, noise level, and on-task behavior.  Strategies for times when centers are not so successful will also be shared. 

BUNCH, AUDREY: PreK-5 Curriculum Director, and PAMELA MAC LAGAN:  Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Edenton-Chowan Public Schools 
Session for Administrators and RR Personnel—Making “Waves” to Maximize Implementation.
Dwindling budgets?  Limited resources?  Difficulty maintaining full implementation?  Solutions are investigated and a model introduced to decrease the number of students with incomplete programs by exploring new possibilities.
DEFORD, DIANE:  Professor, College of Education, University of South Carolina
Session for Classroom Teachers—Writing for Comprehension??!! How can writing improve reading comprehension?  This session explores writing techniques that develop writing and also improve comprehension.   In this session, Diane will also discuss how the use of such practices as read aloud, guided and shared writing, writing workshop and readers’ theater can develop comprehension abilities.
Session for Classroom Teachers—How Texts Teach What Readers Need to Learn Books, Books, Books!  This session explores how to analyze features of books, language, and genre to support the development of reading.  We will also discuss how to use practices such as read aloud, shared reading, mini-lessons, and guided reading to facilitate children’s learning about text features to improve all aspects of reading (fluency, comprehension, expanding language repertoire, etc.).

DODGE, ALLEN:  Owner, Dodge Learning Resources

Session for Classroom Teachers—On Top of the World:  An Exploration into Finland’s School System & Reasons for its Success in Literacy Education.  Finland’s school system may be the world’s best model for equitable access to the highest-quality learning experiences schools can offer.  Some of the processes they use in literacy learning are surprising but Finnish students read more hours each day than those from other nations.  Photographs and video clips made during visits to Finnish schools help to explain why.

Session for Administrators—Inspirations from Finland’s Phenomenal Turnaround

Some of the materials and techniques for teaching and learning in Finland are not so “foreign” to American educators.  They already exist in some US schools and have helped provide improvements, especially in language arts.  This session will offer opportunities for discussion concerning teacher preparation, community interaction, public libraries, athletics, the arts, pre-school, counseling, parenting, etc.
FLETCHER, RALPH: Author/Consultant
Session for Classroom Teachers—Engaging Boy Writers.
Boys are struggling in our writing classrooms.  This session will look at ways we can widen the circle and create boy-friendlier writing classrooms.

FRIED, MARY:  Reading Recovery/Literacy Trainer, The Ohio State University
Session for RR Personnel— Transitions in Teaching & Learning at Higher Levels of Complexity.  Reading Recovery teachers sometimes lament, “I can get them to level 12 but I can’t get them out!”  This session will focus on what may be some of the problems and how the teaching and learning may need to change in different parts of the lesson to achieve efficient processing ‘on the run.’
GRAYSON, PAM:  Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools, NC

Session for RR Personnel—Nurturing Problem Solvers.

Clay defines reading and writing as a “message-getting/message-sending, problem solving activities.”  This session will explore teaching for problem solving across the RR lesson.  Theory, practice, and teaching demonstrations will be included.
HONCHELL, BARBARA:  Reading Recovery Trainer, University of North Carolina Wilmington

Session for RR Personnel—Working with Classroom Teachers in the Discontinuing Process.
This session will explore what needs to be done to make a smooth transition from Reading Recovery to the classroom.
INGRAHAM, PHOEBE:  Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Wright State University

Session for RR Personnel—Predictions of Progress: Clay’s GPS.

Predictions of Progress work as our global positioning satellite system.  They determine where we are, where we are going, and how we’ll get there.   Learn to write predictions that will coordinate with classroom instruction for powerful learning. 

Session for RR Personnel—Designing Efficient and Effective Lessons.

Is 30 minutes ever enough time? Here are 30 tips for creating lessons that are effective and efficient.  We’ll consider organization, examine the importance of teaching for speedy processing throughout the lesson, and discover how to plan for effective teaching interactions to promote speedy processing.
JOHNSON, CLIFFORD:  Reading Recovery Trainer, Georgia State University
Session for Administrators—An Ideal Fit Within a Response to Intervention (RTI) Framework.
Reading Recovery presents long-term solutions to the challenge of providing a comprehensive approach to the implementation of Response to Intervention (RTI).  Reading Recovery is an ideal fit for the eight crucial features of RTI, adapted from frameworks provided by the National Research Center on Learning Disabilities and the International Reading Association Commission.  In addition, Reading Recovery has the most compelling evidence for reducing the number of children placed in special education.  

Session for RR Personnel—Exploring the Principles of Word Work in RR.
This session will explore the principles that support how RR professionals apply word work for struggling literacy learners.  It will include demonstrations of how to conduct word work while reading text and writing stories across the lesson.
JONES, NOEL:  Reading Recovery Trainer Emeritus, UNC-Wilmington
Session for RR Personnel—The ‘M’ Word:  Issues of Meaning and Comprehension in Early Literacy.  Topic discussed will include the role of meaning (M) in strategic activity; relationships between meaning and comprehension; and the development of comprehension during early literacy years.
KING, SUSAN:  Literacy Coach, Peachtree Elementary, Gwinnett County Schools
Session for Classroom Teachers—Words, Words:  A Closer Look at Vocabulary.

Vocabulary knowledge is a vital component of literacy, but it is an area in which teachers feel challenged.  How do we teach vocabulary in a Balanced Literacy/Workshop classroom?  We will explore some practical ways to build students’ vocabulary through our instruction.
KONSTANTELLOU, EVA:  Reading Recovery Trainer, Lesley University
Session for RR Personnel—The Value of Powerful Language Interactions in Reading Recovery Lessons.  Language interactions during Reading Recovery lessons build upon, extend, and shape our students’ language competencies.  Lesson records and videotaped examples from Reading Recovery lessons will highlight the relationship between language, conversation, and thought and will help us reflect on the power of language in facilitating our students’ accelerated progress.  Please bring your copies of Literacy Lessons Designed for Individuals, Part One and Part Two.
LANG, LISA: Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Gwinnett County Schools 
Session for RR Personnel—It Looked Like Ice Dancing: Writing with English Language Learners.  Presenter shares characteristics of effective instructional scaffolding for writing instruction with English language learners.  Just as in paired skating on the ice, coordination of a lift and leap requires the intentions and collaboration of both partners.  Significant moments from this investigation reveal how teachers presented opportunities for lifts and leaps in ELL students’ writing achievement during Reading Recovery lessons. 

Session for RR Personnel—Get Sassy and Sell the Program!

Co-presented with Angie Bennett and Crystie Flynt, Gwinnett County Public Schools Teacher Leaders.  In tough economic times, marketing becomes even more critical.  Presenters share innovative ways they have increased implementation and yielded higher discontinuing rates year after year in a large diverse urban district. 
LESLIE MCBANE: Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Columbus, Ohio

Session for RR Personnel—Simple Texts/Complex Problems.  
If you successfully solve the problems of a simple task then this prepares you to tackle a more complex problem at a higher level." (Clay, LLDI, part 2). Solving around levels 6-11 builds capacity for higher level solving.  

MCBRIDE, MARYANN:  Reading Recovery Teacher Leader, Clemson University
Session for RR Personnel—Conversation: Talking, Reading, and Writing.
This session will focus on how to have better conversations with children before the writing.  It will explore the conversational nature of interacting with children. 

Sessions for RR Personnel—Working with Children at Higher Text Levels.
This session will explore some of the challenges presented in text levels 12 and above and how teaching must change to help children succeed. 
MCGEE, LEA: Marie Clay Professor of Reading Recovery and Early Literacy, The Ohio State University
Session for Classroom Teachers & RR Personnel- Matching Word Work with Text Reading Level.  This session will describe a continuum of decoding and spelling development which suggests the progression of word work in first grade.  Also, the presenter will explain the strategic processes that readers need to use to meet the challenges of reading levels A, D, F, H and J.  Finally, the presenter will explain how to coordinate word work, strategic reading processes and text level.
PALLOTTA, JERRY:  Author/Illustrator and Literacy Consultant
Session for Classroom Teachers—Take a Tour of the Alphabet.
Jerry Pallotta’s Alphabet series is an excellent model for student writing.  Using the alphabet as an organizational plan, students can explore unlimited topics and utilize expository writing.  Take a closer look at Jerry’s creative process as he leads a tour of his books.  Be involved in a current project and get tips on how to encourage kids to read and write a zillion books.

Session for Classroom Teachers—Welcome to My Publishing World.
Jerry Pallotta brings together non-fiction subjects with humor and the unexpected to create enthusiasm for learning.  Join Jerry for his twenty year review of publishing as he discusses researching, writing, designing, working with illustrators, editing and publishing his best-selling books.  Get tips on how to encourage students to read and write a zillion books.
RICHARDSON, JAN:  Educational Consultant

Session for RR Personnel—Accelerating the Struggling Reader.

The secret to acceleration is figuring out why a student is struggling.  This session presents the most common processing challenges for emergent and early readers and then suggests specific teaching procedures that strengthen each problem area.  Participants will leave with a clearer understanding of how to help children who struggle. 
DOT SCHOELLER: Principal, Gwinnett County Schools, Georgia
Session for Administrators and Others Interested in Implementation Issues—Hope Is Not a Strategy for Leading Literacy Teams.
This session will describe how Literacy Leadership Teams work as agents of continuous school improvement.  A special focus will be placed on teams working together to meet the diverse needs of all students.  Video examples will illustrate teamwork and teacher language that propels the reading and writing connection. 
Session for Administrators and Others Interested in Implementation Issues—The Principal’s Puzzle:  Ensuring Continuous Improvement in Literacy.

This session will describe how Literacy Leadership Teams work as agents of continuous school improvement.  A special focus will be placed on specific examples of how these teams were implemented and sustained over time in a large suburban Title 1 school.  Video examples will illustrate teamwork and teacher language that propels the reading and writing connection.
SCHWARTZ, ROBERT:  Reading Recovery Trainer, Oakland University 
Session for RR Personnel—Prompting: Why, When, and How.
Prompting is a key element in Reading Recovery and early literacy instruction.  Marie Clay worried that without a complex theory of literacy learning teacher’s prompting would be “hit or miss.”  We all miss more than we like!  In this session we will work together to increase our hits.

SCHARER, PAT:  READING RECOVERY Trainer, The Ohio State University
Session for RR Personnel—Acceleration by Learning to Look at Print.

Through examples of lesson records and demonstrations of teaching, participants will study Clay’s procedures for teaching young readers to look at print in ways that lead to searching behaviors, self-monitoring, and self-correction. 

Session for Administrators, RR Personnel, and Classroom Teachers—Reading Recovery and Coaching: A Powerful Combination Supporting Student Achievement.

This session will focus on federally-funded research in 17 schools and achievement data on 10,000 students documenting change over 4 years of implementing Reading Recovery and Literacy Collaborative. 
SOFFOS, CARLA: Literacy Coach/Author, University of Arkansas, Little Rock

Session for Classroom Teachers—Interventions that Work:  Guided Reading Plus.

Guided Reading Plus provides classroom teachers, intervention specialists and Special Education teachers with a research-based intervention designed to meet the needs of struggling learners in grades K-5.  In this session, participants will develop an understanding of the framework for the intervention as well as how teacher knowledge in specific areas has the potential to change the learning profiles of struggling learners.  Video examples will be shared.

Session for Classroom Teachers—Focus Units of Study.

Focus units of study are a series of lessons designed to build important understandings about specific genre.  The focus unit of study includes a reading cycle, followed by a writing cycle in a particular genre.  This session will describe how to plan and teach a personal narrative of study.  Video examples will be shared.






